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GENERAL FEATURES OF ADFPLICATICN €584

Application €584 was filed on February 35, 1920, by John J. Johﬁson.
It proposes an approoriatlion of 0.0556 cubié foot per second from an unrnamed _'
gepring within the watershed of Eig Tujunga River in Los Angeles County, throush-
out the entire year for domestic and irrigation purposes on 82 acres of land
within Lots 2 and 3, Section 10, T2, R14 %, S.B.3. & ¥. The sorinz is

within the Nij of NW{ of Section 2, T2 N, R 14 W, S.B.E. & M. The applica

tion was protestad by the City of Loz Angsles.
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FROTESTS
The protest of trne Clty of Los Anzeles ﬁas filed July 14, 1930,
The City cleims thet all the waters tributary to Biz Tujunge Piver consti-
tuﬁe a par; of.the flow of the Los Angeles River toc which the City hes a
paramount right; that the (ify has use for all the weters of said river at
the present time =nd that the aporoval of the application would interfere

with ite vested rights.

HEARING FELD IN ACCOEDRANCE wITH SICTION la CF THE
: WATEH COLMI

iy an Sy,
=3 £

AP EaN

“Application €584 was completed in accordence with the Water Com-
mission Act and the requirements of tae Rules end Regulations of the Divi—
sion of Water Regources and being protested was set for a vublic hearing
in accordance with Sgction la of. the iiater Commission Act on Thursday March
5, 1921, at 9:3C o'clock A.M. iz Room 102€ Associated Bealty.Bldg., Llosg
Angeles, Calif@fnia. Of this hearing gpplicantend protestant were duly
notified.

PHYSIOSRAFEY AYC EYDROSRAFHY

The spring from which applicant seeks to aporopriate is located
within the Angeles National Forest about two miles due north of Sunland ani

about a gquarter of & mile outside of the city limite of Los Angeles. The

" gpring igsues from the Junction of a granitic formation and a netural earth

- fill in a canyon which is tributary to Big Tujunea River. The water flows on

the gurface throuzh small pools In the bed of the canyon for about two hun-
dred feet and zradually disappsars to rise az2in at a point two or ihree

mundred feet telow in a much diminished quentity which flows on the surface

: é distance of about 200 feet and again disappears into a lava formation
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from which ooint there is no evidence of any surface flow. The ordinary flow
of the spring is ebout 1 minefs inch but it appearé & zreatsr suvply may be
available by proper developrent.

The distance from the scring to the Tujungzs River is abont one and
one-quartsr miles. About 1000 feet from; and 20C feet above the junction of
thé canyon with the Tujunga River there is an abandsned oil well in which
gome water 1s collected. whether or not tais water is water frou the epring
in questién or enters tas well from side canyons between the.point where
the flow from the gpring disappears and the well is not imown.

.The main Tujunza is a living stream throuzhout the entire season
to 2 foint within a =zile or so of the mouth of the canyén and durine fhe.
winter and épring moﬁths wili normally continue 2s a surface stream to the
San Fernando Eoéd. Here the water enters the underzround gravels_and'as it
reaches the flbor of the valley it turne and flows in a direct line tb what
ig known as Dsyton Avenue EérroWs, reférred to in the City's litigation as
the "0ld Pigeon Farm". Here the City of Los Angeles, according to the testi-
mony presentsd at the hearing has its fi#st divereion point consisting of
three wellg located about ons-kalf mile above what is now Stomehurst Avenue,
from which wells wate: is pumped directly from the underground gravels of
Tujﬁnga River.

Further down in the valley, at Lankershim Boulevard as & central

.point,'exteniing east and west on Van Cwen Strset, thare is a battery of
wells with a capecity of 130 cubic fest ver secﬁnd. The next difision ir
what is_known.as the "Head ﬁorm Diversion" ét the uppsr end‘of Griffith Parik

3. consisting of _t'wc underground gallefies and_fom-tean air iift wells sunk to

bedrock. This plant supplies what is inown as the City's "high gravity system".
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The next -diversion is at Crystal Sporings where water ie divertad
by gravity during the winter months and By mumping from abeut forty welle
garing the swaier months. This ig kxnswn =8 fhe I"IL:;'W travity Systemx".

The next point of diversion is at the Pollocikk Pumping Flant whers
water is pumped from three 20-inch wells into the "low gravitj system".

| The next point of diverslon consiste of two wells located just
above the Dayton Avenue ¥Yarrows. |
| Ffom the diversion points descrited above and by the operation
of the severel plants the main portion of the City of Los Angeles is sup-
plied and ip particuiar all of that portion of the City lying emst of the
Los Angales River. |

USE OF WATAR EY CITY OF LOS ANGELES

' Taétimony pregented at the nearing indicated thaf the waters of
the Los Amgeleé River to_which Big Tujunga River is :rlhutary averazes 40% of
the total doiestic suppiy'of the City of Los Angeles. There is no ¢1rect.
‘connection from the Los Angeles Agueduct with that portion of Los Angeles
east of the river. The Los Angeles Ei%er supply has proven to be insuffi-o
_cient to meet this demand and each yéar the city has beeﬁ obliged to turn
aqueduct water into the Los Angeles River at Diaz Avenue and allow it to
flow down the river and percqlate into the underground zravels to angment
the supply from the wells and galleries from which water is suﬁplied to that
portion of Los Angsles lying east of the river..

ZFECT OF FPROFCS=D DIVERSION UPOY CITY'S WATSR SUPFLY

It is impossible to defermine from the testimony oresented at the
hearing as'to what proportion if any of the waters from the sprinz in ques-
tion would be available for the use of the Ckty of Los Anreles or would con-

tribute to its under*round supply.
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It appeérs entirely evident however that a large preportion of the
water which appiicant seeis to appropriete would %e lost by sveporation and
tranepiration and possidly by'deep zercelation before reaching the intakes
of the City. The nearest intake is more than four milss from the spring énd
it aﬁpears reasonable to assume that very little, if any, of the water after
passing throush agi over the boulders ani gravels of the cenyon would bLe
available to the City. |

The p&operty which applicant proposes to serve ia'Withi;.the City
limits of Los Angeles ani in the event that diversion is not ﬁade 83 Pro-
posea the applicant would be compelled fo either obfain a supcly from the
: City by paylnz the cost of pgmping the water through & head of about 300

feet in addition to the usual acreage assessment or alse abanion his project.

. CENCLUSION
- It is difficult if not impossible, to trace the course of the

"waters originating at the spring after they last ﬁisappear about an eighth
of g mils= helow thé spring.. #While apoarently of the opinion that the watesrs
of the spring contribute to ihe supply divértad bvelow by the City of Los
.Angelés at its several intaies on Los Angelesrﬁiver, the engineer of the
City would not undertake to estimate what portion might be lost and what
portion so recovered. Zxcept in times of storm there is no direct surface'
connection betwesn the watere of ;he sporing and the water at the City's
intakes and we are of the oplnion that normelly much, if not all, of the
waters.of the spring mey be lost by evaporation, transpiration, and deep
percolation. e are the more incliped to absolve doubts in favor of appli-
.cant because the area #hi;h ne would serve.lies within the Cify limits and.

if ke does not have thls supply ne must draw from the maing of the Clty
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directly and apparently at en increased cost to himself and with no apparent
advantaze to the protestant. e therefore conclude that Application €584
shoild be approved.

Application 6584_for a permit to aporopriate water having béen
filed with the Division of water Eesources as above stated, a protest.having
been filed, a public hearlng havinz been held and the Divislon of Water
Resources now being fully informed in the premises:

IT IS HEREZY OEDEEED that eaid Application €584 be aporoved and
that a permit be issﬁed thereon subject to the usual terms and cohditions.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Department of Public Works of.

the State of California, this Jo day of (;?;2&"( . 1931.

EDWARD EYATT, State Zngineer

Ao Lol

Deputy d




